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236. The urban population of Canada in 1871 was 686,019, or 188 per
cent of the total population ; in 1881 it was 912,934, or 211 per cent, and
in 1891 it was 1,390,910, or 2877 per cent. The growth of the urban at
the expense of the rural population is one of the features of the present age
throughout the world, and it is evident, from the foregoing figures, that
the movement prevails in Canada as well as elsewhere. The large increase
between 1881 and 1891 is caused to a considerable extent by the growth
of a number of small places which had not attained a population of 1,500
in 1881.

237. The proportions of the urban and rural populations respectively to
the total population, in each of the census years, 1871, 1881 and 1891, are
as follow :—.

PROPORTION OF URBAN AND RURAL TO TOTAL POPULATION,

1871, 1881, 1891. ;
1871. 1881. 1801,
PROVINCES. ‘
| Urban. | Rural. 3 Urban. ‘ Rural. | Urban. | Rural.
| ]
ORtAIO vt e iaee 194 | 806 228 772 | 332 | 668
Quebec .. ..ovveni i e 19°5 805 . 228 772 292 70°8
NovaScotia.. ......... ............ 1400 860 ' 136G 864 212 788
New Brunswick............... .... 243 T ‘ 223 7T 19-4 80°6
Manitoba ............... L¥sEE mERE 12 988 12°1 879 225, | TT'5
British Columbia....... .. . ...... 89 911 119 881 425 578
Prince Edward Island........ .. .. 115 885 14°1 859 130 870
The Territories. . ... .. i i e e e 56 944
Canada, soemmaps s 55 swe 56 l 188 812 l 211 I 789 287 71°3
I

238. The increase in urban population in Ontario and Quebec must be,
to a large extent, attributed to the reason given above; in Nova Scolia the
increase is principally accounted for by the fact that in 1881 several places
that really were towns could not be treated as such owing to their limits
not having been defined. New Brunswick is remarkable for the steady de-
cline in urban population during the last twenty years. In Manitoba and
British Columbia, the increase has, of course, been considerable, especially
in the latter province, where the growth of the city of Vancouver has been
phenomenal, as it had no existence in 1881 and now forms 14 per cent of
the population of the province.

239. The population of Canada in 1881 consisted of 2,188,778 males and
2,136,032 females, and in 1891 of 2,460,471 males and 2,372,768 females,
and the following table gives comparative particulars of the proportions of
the sexes in each province in 1881 and 1891 :—



